The American Idea
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 What does it mean to be an American? How does the Constitution affect your life? What freedoms are you guaranteed? Why are these freedoms so important? 

Why are you proud to live in America? What would life be like if you lived in another country? Does race, religion, or age play a role in being an American?

What will America look like in the future? What kind of problems will we face? Will other countries look up to us?

Write your own American Idea, typed, size 12 font, double-spaced, based on your thoughts regarding the questions above and using the lessons you learned in class. 

Example of Erica’s American Idea:


To me, being an American means being free. We are guaranteed certain liberties and rights from the Constitution which are so valuable. Without these rights, I wouldn’t be able to celebrate my own religion or speak my own thoughts. The government would make me think a certain way, and I wouldn’t be able to really be myself. I need rights, like freedom of religion and freedom of speech, to express myself. 

I am proud to say that I’m an American because it means that I have courage and strength. It means that I’m willing to stand up for myself and say what I believe in. If I lived in other countries, I may not be given the chance to speak my mind or be the kind of person I want to be. I would be a very different person than I am today. 


America has changed so much over the past hundreds of years. At one time in history, I learned that America was very racist. We didn’t appreciate Native American culture so we conquered their land and forced them to act more like us.  We separated whites from blacks in schools, restaurants, and buses. We also put Japanese Americans in internment camps during World War II. We weren’t very nice to some people, and we judged people on the color of their skin. I hope we learned from our mistakes so that we can be nice to everyone. 


America is a lucky country because there are people from all different countries with various religions and languages that live together. In the future, I think that there will be even more immigrants to this country because most people like the freedoms that we receive here in America. They might want to know what their lives would be like if they could live by a Constitution. 


Because there are so many people that live in America, there will definitely be problems. People may argue about what they believe is right or wrong. They may have differences about religion or cultures, but I hope that they can live in peace together. America is an accepting country so I hope Americans can ignore these problems that may come in the future. We can be good examples for other countries to follow and maybe they will become more accepting too. 


What are some of the ideas and traditions that make me proud to be an American?  To me it is important that we have justice, opportunity, diversity, culture, democracy, liberty, holidays representing certain traditions, different languages and the ideas behind the Pledge of Allegiance.  What ideas are important to you?
